WILLIAM WYCHERLEY.            xxxiii
The Plain Dealer^ equally immoral and equally
well written, appeared in 1677. At first this piece
pleased the people less than the critics ; but after
a time its unquestionable merits and the zealous
support of Lord Dorset, whose influence in literary
and fashionable society was unbounded, established
it In the public favour.
The fortune of Wycherley was now in the
zenith and began to decline. A long life was
still before him. But it was destined to be filled
with nothing but shame and wretchedness, domes-
tic dissensions, literary failures and pecuniary em-
barrassments.
The King, who was looking about for an accom-
plished man to conduct the education of his natural
son, the young Duke of Richmond, at length fixed
on Wycherley. The poet, exulting in his good
luck, went down to amuse himself at Tunbridge,
looked into a bookseller's shop on the Pantiles,
and, to his great delight, heard a handsome woman
ask for T/ie Plain Dealer* which had just been
published. He made acquaintance with the lady,
who proved to be the Countess of Drogheda, a
gay young widow with an ample jointure. She
was charmed with his person and his wit, and
after a short flirtation, agreed to become his wife,
Wycherley seems to have been apprehensive that
this connection might not suit well with the King's
plans respecting the Duke of Richmond. He
accordingly prevailed on the lady to consent to a
private marriage. All came out Charles thought
the conduct of Wycherley both disrespectful
disingenuous. Other causes probajbty
Wycherley.